Comparison of nurses and alternative healers.
Nurses and alternative healers often share a common holistic philosophy of health and healing as well as the use of therapeutic touch. This ethnography compared the concepts of health and healing used by nurses and alternative healers. Seven categories of activities in healing or health domains common to both groups were physical, mental, attitudinal, relational, spiritual, self-caring, and help-seeking. Similarities were in the holistic approach. Differences were found in locus of responsibility and spirituality. These differences may be largely explained by various social factors in practice settings.